
Newsletter: Autumn Term 2021 - Week 2

Nursery children thoroughly enjoying their new outdoor play area

……………………………………………..

Our first full week at school is already over - where did the time go?!

All children have now experienced their weekly timetable in full, while musical tuition, sporting
fixtures and after school activities are all up and running.

On Wednesday I took part in an away day in London, alongside other schools in the Methodist
Independent Schools Trust (MIST), along with Philip Harland (our Chair of Governors). This
was a valuable opportunity to liaise with other Heads, and it was nice to be repeatedly told by
colleagues there that Lorenden was known to be an excellent school.



Mr McIntosh - getting to know Year 4

Today provided me with a welcome opportunity to teach in almost all of our classes. It was
wonderful to get to know the children better in their classroom setting .... and continue to
work on my personal challenge of learning every child’s name before the end of the month!

Many thanks to the parents of children in Years 2-6, who have been saying goodbye to their
children at the gate and allowing their child to make their own way to the classroom. As well as
being an important safeguarding measure, this is also helping to develop independence in our
pupils.

Nursery

What a busy and fun week in Nursery!



It is easy to forget that we are at the very beginning of the school year as the children are
already so settled! We have had lots of fun together playing both indoors and out - especially
enjoying our new garden surfacing and layout. All our play and work has encouraged new
friendships and Mrs Lally and I already see kindness, sharing, cooperation and care of each
other. I can tell that we are in for a great year!

Reception

Round Pictures

Reception have had a super week settling into their new surroundings and making new friends.
This week they have been looking at shapes and making round pictures.

Year 1

Year 1 Science

In Science the children worked with a partner to sort pine cones into 2 groups. They tried to
find as many different ways to sort as possible.



Year 2

Fantastic Mr Fox

Year 2 have made these wonderful foxes to
accompany their story of the Fantastic Mr Fox

Year 5

Science - Testing Cars on Ramps

Year 5 were testing cars on ramps. For example do they go faster when you lubricate or raise
the ramp? How do different surfaces affect the speed of the car? Does changing the shape of
the car affect how far it goes?  Each pair tested a different question.



Conscience Alley

Year 5 creating a ‘Conscience Alley’ in English today. They were exploring reasons for and
against Jim Jarvis escaping from the workhouse.

Conscience Alley is a drama strategy that enables pupils to collaboratively generate a
character’s inner (and possibly conflicting) thoughts, usually at a key moment of indecision
within a drama.

Sport and Sporting Fixtures

Short corner

Year 5&6 girls hockey; practicing their short corner manoeuvers!

Football Match Reports
Lorenden B Team vs Spring Grove and King’s Rochester -
Triangular Fixture

Lorenden B Team boys played away against Spring Grove
and King’s Rochester. The first match was against Spring
Grove. We played well and I nearly scored a goal in the
second half, with the help of Alfie and Xavier. We drew
this match 0-0.



Our second match was against King’s School. It was an even first half with no goals scored. In
the second half we were putting constant pressure on the King’s team and I was knocked over
and awarded a penalty. I made a shot at goal and scored! Henry D had a couple of shots at goal
but sadly we didn’t manage to score again. Final score 1-0 to Lorenden!

Man of the match was Henry D.  Well done!

By Joshua

Lorenden A Team vs Spring Grove and King’s Rochester - Triangular Fixture

We played King’s school first. They were a very strong team and scored a goal early on. Harris
did some amazing saves and then Edward scored for Lorenden - a shot that came off the post.
In the second half King’s managed to score a second goal and the match ended 2-1.

Our next game was against Spring Grove. We were very evenly matched with some very strong
players. Harris, once again, made some amazing saves but just before halftime Spring Grove
scored.  The match ended 1-0.

Man of the Match was Edward.  Well done!

By Daniel

Fixtures next week:
Wednesday 22 September - U11 Girls’ hockey v Spring Grove at Ashford Hockey Club, Bell Lane.
2.00pm start.  Expected back at school by 4.00pm.

Thursday 23 September - U9s Boys Football Triangular against Spring Grove and Ashford Prep
- away.  Expected back at school by 4.15pm

Speech and Drama
Congratulations to all the Speech and Drama children who took the London Academy (LAMDA)
exams last July. Everyone has passed with Merit and above, a good achievement as most were
in full make-up and costume as the filming of ‘Joseph’ was occurring on the same day! We were
fortunate to have a very understanding examiner.

Merits were awarded to: Caitlin, Alfie, Holly and Paige

Distinctions were awarded to: Sophie,  Liam, Daniel, Ethan, Emmeline, Liberty, Joshua and Eleni



Lorenden Allotment

Exciting developments are afoot at Lorenden!  Mr Comerford and Mr Norton are planning on
creating an allotment area to grow our own vegetables. As a result Mr Bird has kindly signed us
up to the Morrisons Let's grow campaign. For every £10 you spend (in store or online) you will
receive a voucher which we can then convert into gardening equipment.

The QR code will link to the MyMorrisons app where you can start to collect tokens and donate
them to Lorenden.

………………………..

We are all looking forward to welcoming parents into school for Wednesday’s ‘Meet the Head,
Governors and Staff’ event. Class teachers will be making presentations in their room at 6pm,
in which they will be sharing an overview of the curriculum for that year group, as well as
helpful reminders and suggestions about class routines and other useful pieces of information.
Once these class teacher sessions have finished, I look forward to welcoming you all into the
school hall, where I can introduce myself as well as Philip Harland and Mark Davis (our new
Bursary). This will also be a welcome opportunity for parents, staff and additional governors to
mingle.  We hope to see as many of you there as possible.

There have been a couple of cases of chicken-pox in school this week. If you notice that your
child is feeling unwell or spotty please can they stay at home.

Please, as a gentle reminder to parents, could you not park in the staff car park as staff
members leave at different times during the day and have been blocked in by parents cars.



I hope that you all have a restful and enjoyable weekend after the first full week of school in a
long time, and I look forward to seeing you all next week.

Richard McIntosh
Head
Lorenden Prep School


